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or Orlitch, was the most important publication which
came from the Montenegrin press.

Peter II. used his authority to enforce the laws of
his predecessor, which were" often more honoured in
the breach than in the observance.    Before this giant
of six feet eight inches, who could hit a lemon with a
rifle and breakfasted merrily amidst the u music" of
Turkish shells and bullets, even the stubborn chiefs
of Montenegro felt subdued.    Besides, on more than
one occasion he proved himself to be literally  the
pastor of his flock.    In the great' famine of 1846 he
sold his jewels to purchase several shiploads of grain
for   his   starving   people.     He   greatly  diminished
blood-feuds   by  ordering   that   capital   punishment
should no longer be inflicted by a single executioner,
but that the criminal should  be shot  by a platoon
of men   chosen from   different  clans.    It  was  thus
impossible for  the relatives of the victim  to mark-
out for future retribution the clan which had enforced
the law.    Fines were exacted for every offence, and
the weapons of the  offender confiscated until pay-
ment was made.    A prison was built at Cetinje, and
the Vladika erected a new palace for himself.    This
building, now used as Government offices, is known
to   this   day   as    the    u Billiard-table,1'    from   the
favourite game of its founder.    Fifty stalwart Mon-
tenegrins were needed  to  drag the  table   up   the
terrible " ladder " of Cattaro to Cetinje, and the feat
has never been forgotten.   Montenegro owes much of
its present reputation for peaceful progress in the
path of civilisation to his humanising influence and
firm character.    He was the last ruler who combined